
 

 
 

 
 

 
Joint Drainage District No. 61 Branch 399W Open Ditch 

Project Summary 
July 14, 2026 

 
 
 

1. Project approved to proceed at April 21, 2026 hearing. Estimated assessable drainage 
district cost of $576,000.  
 

2. Right-of-way acquisition for improved channel, hearing July 14, 2026 with recommended 
compensation of $110,485.  
 

3. Plans & Specifications to be put out for bid today, bids to be opened on Friday, August 
7th, 2026 at 10am. Award of contract to be planned for Tuesday, August 11, 2026.   
 

4. Updated project cost estimate of $553,000, a total of $23,000 less than report estimate.  
 

a. Bid estimate of $287,000 assessable to DD62 
b. Bid estimate of $118,000 for work in road rights-of-way, to be paid by secondary 

roads 
c. Total bid estimate of $405,000 

 
5. A total of nearly 31,000 cubic yards of topsoil stripping and excavation, spoil leveling, 

seeding & fertilizing along about 3,000 feet of new open ditch. Includes 3 large diameter 
corrugated metal pipe culverts (a private crossing, pipeline crossing, and road crossing), 
tile outlets, surface drains, as well as short improvements of the Branch 399W, Branch 
399W-13 and Branch 399W-25 tiles (to the south side of 230th St).  
 

6. Includes a bid alternate for reinforced concrete pipe under the natural gas pipeline, to see 
how much more it would cost as compared to corrugated metal pipe. 
 

7. Contract completion date of July 30, 2027 
 

8. Hopeful that the proposed work timeline will attract competitive bids.  
 
 
 


