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• Soil Type: looks at the need for drainage based on the soil type of the land and its 
corresponding characteristics in relation to drainage. The soils that would benefit the most 
from drainage in an agricultural setting are generally those that are frequently flooded/ponded, 
are poorly drained, and would be prime farmland if drained. Conversely, soils that are naturally 
well drained have less of a need for supplemental drainage and thus have a lower benefit from 
a drainage district facility.  

• Distance from the Facility: looks at how far the parcel is away from the improved district 
facility. The distance is determined based on topography and how water would flow, not as a 
straight line distance. Lands closest to the district facility have the advantage of ease of 
access, whereas lands further from the facility must utilize a much more substantial system 
(private or district) to utilize the facility.  

• Use of the Facility: looks at how much of a district facility is used in draining the land. In other 
words, for a district tile one (1) mile in length, lands whose water flows through the entire 
length of tile should pay more than lands near the downstream end of the tile whose water 
only flows through a fraction of the length of the system.  

• Generation of Runoff: looks at how much surface runoff is generated on the land from a 
rainstorm. The more runoff generated, the higher the benefit. Cropland generates less runoff 
than paved surfaces such as roads, and thus has a lower runoff factor than gravel or paved 
roads.  

• Other Factors: Additional benefit factors may be considered as needed in order to aid in the 
determination of overall benefit for each parcel involved.  

 
IX. FARM PROGRAM WETLAND COMPLIANCE 

 
We have mailed letters to owners of lands that would receive benefits from the proposed 
improvements and are potentially in the USDA Farm Program, requesting certified wetland 
determinations from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Only landowners or their 
authorized agents may request the determination.  
 
If any farmed wetlands exist on your property within DD76, the construction of the proposed drainage 
improvements may be considered by the NRCS to be a conversion and place you in jeopardy of being 
in violation of farm program rules and may be required to forfeit and/or refund farm program payments 
received after the work commences.  
 
If the improvements are constructed and you have farmed wetlands that are converted, your options 
are to either cease farming the wetland acres or purchase mitigation credits through a wetland 
mitigation bank. The current fee is approximately $15,000 - $20,000 per acre. If you believe the 
wetland determination to be in error, you may request a review by the NRCS.  
 
It is solely the responsibility of the landowner to keep themselves in farm program compliance, but 
because of the potential impacts to landowners within the district, we ask that you provide a certified 
wetland determination prior to the improvement hearing for the Board to consider. 
 
As of the filing of this report we have not received wetland determinations from any of the lands within 
the district.  
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Drainage Coefficient is the rate at
which water can be removed from
the land, expressed as the equivalent
depth of water covering the surface of
the drained area (in inches) that can be
removed in 24 hours. Today's standard
drainage systems typically require a
minimum drainage coefficient of 1/2 inch
per day.
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