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June 5, 2025 
 
RE:   Drainage District No. 25 Branch 48-9 Tile 

Tree Root Issue – Amended Letter Report 
Dickinson County, Iowa 
JWA PROJECT NO: E24143 

 
Dear Board members and landowners: 
 

A. Introduction 
We previously submitted a letter report dated January 2, 2025 regarding the Branch 48-9 tile of 
Drainage District No. 25 (DD25) of Dickinson County, Iowa. In said report options for repairs and 
improvements were presented that would include re-routing the tile around the acreage and grove of 
trees owned by April Kinkade and Curt Guthrie. An informational meeting was held on January 28, 
2025 to discuss. In order for the improvement to be considered a petition would need to be filed. No 
petition was filed after the meeting, and on April 16, 2025 a letter was mailed to the landowners 
affected instructing them that if they desire an improvement (vs. a repair) that a petition would need to 
be filed. A deadline of June 1st was given to file a petition, otherwise the project would proceed as a 
repair. No petition has been filed, therefore the project will proceed as a repair.  
 

B. Description of Repairs 
The tile is located in the SW ¼ of Section 3 of Milford Township (T-98-N, R-36-W). Generally, the site 
is approximately 3 miles east of Milford on County Road A34 (220th St). See enclosed map.  

 
The existing tile is 14-inches in diameter, which is not currently commercially available. Therefore, 15-
inch diameter tile will be used. The tile will re-route the existing Branch 48-9 tile around the grove of 
trees at the approximate alignment shown in the enclosed map. The tile will be installed at a minimum 
of 120 feet from the existing trees.  

 
As the project will be a repair of the existing 100+ year old system, we recommend the use of dual-
wall HDPE. A shaped trench bottom (spoon) that goes halfway up the pipe (springline) will be 
required. If the native material is not adequate to hold a shaped trench, a square trench with crushed 
rock will be required. As for backfill above the springline of the pipe, if the native material is of 
acceptable quality, it will be allowed to be used as backfill. The backfill from the springline to 2 feet 
above the pipe will be required to be compacted in approximately 6-inch lifts.  
 
Prior to installation, the contractor will be required to expose the existing Branch 48-9 tile at the 
starting and ending points of the re-route. This is necessary to determine the fall available, and the 
grade to run the re-routed tile at.  
 
We recommend this project be put out for competitive quotes to local reputable contractors and the 
lowest qualified quote be approved.  
 
We recommend that the original Branch 48-9 tile through the acreage be abandoned as part of this 
project. This will ensure that the district is not responsible for future repairs to the tile. 
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