
DICKINSON COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

Monday March 21, 2022 

1:00 P.M. 

The Dickinson County Planning and Zoning Commission met Monday March 21, 2022 at 1:00 

P.M. in the community room of the Dickinson County Courthouse. 

Members present were Tony Weber, James Blum, Jon Gunderson and Teresa Garvey. Absent 

was Erica Schultes and Carol Pierce. 

Also present was Steve Goodlow, Dickinson County Assistant Attorney, and Megan Kardell 

Dickinson County Zoning Assistant. Absent was David Kohlhaase, Dickinson County Zoning 

Administrator  

Tony Weber-Chairman called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  

First item on the agenda was election of officers. Blum motioned to have Weber as Chairman, 

Gunderson seconded the motion. All were in favor. Weber motioned to have Blum as Vice-

Chairman, Garvey seconded the motion. All were in favor. Gunderson motioned to have Kardell 

as secretary, Garvey seconded the motion. All were in favor.   

Second item on the agenda was Approval of the minutes from October 18, 2021. Blum motioned 

to approve with corrections, Garvey second the motion. All were in favor.   

Third item on the agenda was Pre Application Conference for Truesdell Subdivision.  

Kardell read Kohlhaase’s statement. Dickinson County Subdivision Ordinance 103, Article 5, 5.1 

Pre-Application Conference. Truesdell Subdivision represented by Jacobson-Westergard and 

Associates, Patrick Boggess. The property is one parcel consisting of 2.96 acres and is zoned R-2 

One and Two Family Residential. The future land use shows residential. The proposed subdivision 

consists of 4 lots at just a little more than 36,000 sq. feet. each. The use is planned residential. 

Some of the questions for the developer would be, are there going to be individual driveways for 

each lot to 213th Ave., what is the residential use type, utilities, water, sewer, other and are their 

any drainage issues.  

Patrick Boggess introduced himself to the commission. He is representing Paul Truesdell, the 

owner.  

Weber said he sees that the City of Milford has indicated that no potential to annexing it into the 

City.  

Boggess said at this time the land owner does not wish to annex into the City. Also, the City is not 

requesting the property to be annexed. There is an agreement with the City, whom would see water 

to the individual lots, and at such time the City requests the property, the land owners would annex 

voluntarily. The big hang up with the project is sanitary sewer. Initial word from the City was the 

only option for sewer would be down on 220th St/A34 approximately 300-400 feet east of the 

intersection of 213th. They were looking at about $186,000.00 to bring sewer and water to these 

four lots. The developer was hoping to do private sewer on the property. The City has since given 

him new information. They could looks at a pressurized system instead of gravity over to a 

manhole on Airport Drive using the exiting utilities easement across the south side of lot 18 in the 

adjacent subdivision. He has yet to receive confirmation from the City of Milford and if they would 

accept that type of system. He is supposed to meet with the City Council next Monday to find out. 

If they will not allow sanitary sewer, the developer will be pursuing private sewer on these lots.  

Weber asked if the lots are big enough to support private sewers.  

Boggess said the lots meet the minimum requirements for private sewers. He has a letter from one 

of the engineers stating that the soil type meets the DNR’s requirements for percolation.   

Blum said sanitary sewer is on Airport Drive, is that sewer too shallow to get to these lots.  

Boggess said it’s only about six and a half feet deep from the invert and they loose about a good 

foot and a half to two feet of cover by the time they get over to their property. It would be difficult 

to get enough cover on their property to serve the lots in a gravity type system.  

Weber said with a pressurized system, would it be one single pipe. 

Boggess said one collection pipe would run along the east side of these lots, each individual house 

would have a grinder pump in the basement that would pump into this collection pipe. It would 

then be forced over to the manhole on Airport Drive.  

Blum said there are many around the City of Marathon.  



Weber said 213th Ave is a pretty heavily trafficked road, would adding four more drives there be 

a concern.   

Boggess said he cannot really attest to that as a surveyor, he does not do traffic studies, but he 

could reach out the Dickinson County Engineer and inquire if they have any concerns about that. 

If there are concerns, they could look at doing a shared driveway between two lots.  

Weber said he would recommend they look into that, he knows there are many other lots along 

there and a fair amount of driveways. He thinks they should at least check with the County 

Engineer.  

Blum asked if Carpenter’s Subdivision has sanitary sewers.  

Boggess said from what he has been told, they have individual grinder pumps and pump to Airport 

Drive as well.  

Blum said you would think they would allow this system.  

Boggess said one would hope so, but the type of water feed that Carpenters have, they are not 

going to allow this development to do it. They are going to have to run one of two ways, a 6” inch 

main through the back of these lots, or four individual services from Airport Drive. They not 

getting “since this was done over here, you can do the same.” They’ve yet to see on the sewer.  

Blum said he would strongly like to see a public sewer system. The way it sounds, it is all up to 

Milford.  

Boggess said yes. At this time, the City does not have any plans to bring the sewer any closer than 

the intersection of 220th/213th, and that is still at a later date. The City is hoping to install this next 

year, but it is not confirmed. That would still leave them with 900’ feet of sewer installation, which 

the developer would be responsible for installing with a significant cost.  

Kardell asked if Boggess talked with the owner on the residential use type, single family or duplex.  

Boggess said the owner has no plans, he would like to just sell the land. He is not planning on 

putting building any houses or duplexes. He bought the land with one intended use, it became 

apparently that the intended use would not be allowed and so now he’s looking at option B. He 

believes the current zoning does allow for both single family and duplex.  

Kardell said the concern is sewer, the commission is urging the owner to have public sewer, but 

with duplexes, the private sewers will double in that area. 

Boggess understands.  

Weber asked about the properties to the south and if they are on private sewers.  

Boggess said the corner lot does have a private sewer.  

Blum said there is no concern about storm sewers in that area, due to it being on an old gravel pit.  

Weber said he doesn’t see any other concerns, but to look at single family homes rather than 

duplexes, check with the County Engineers on driveways, and potential options for sewer.  

Boggess said they are still trying to exhaust all public sewer options.  

Blum motioned for the developer to proceed with the provisions of single family homes and public 

sewer. 

Boggess asked if public sewer is available, would duplexes be on the table again? 

Weber said it would be better to have public sewer. Do the lot sizes meet the ordinance for 

duplexes? 

Kardell said yes. The lots are designed to accommodate either public or private sewer, and single 

family or duplexes.  

Blum amended the motion to allow duplexes, should public sewer be available to these lots.  

Gunderson seconded the motion. All were in favor.  

Fourth item on the agenda was Old, Unknown, or Other Business. Kardell said the next Planning 

and Zoning Commission meeting is scheduled for April 18, 2022 at 1:00pm. Besides any normal 

business, Kohlhaase wanted to discuss any special requirements for campgrounds and to bring 

any ideas or things you would like to see. After that portion of the meeting at about 1:30 we have 

scheduled the joint meeting between the Board of Supervisors and Planning and Zoning 

Commission to discuss the commission’s proceedings and activities, suggestions for plan, policy, 

ordinance revisions and other items relating to the commissions duties. Also going to be present 

is Darren Bumgarner with Northwest Iowa Planning and Development to discuss/ give an 



orientation of the agreement between NWIPD and Dickinson County on the County’s 

Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  

Fifth item on the agenda was Adjournment. Garvey motioned to adjourn. Gunderson seconded 

the motion. All were in favor.  

 

(For more information see P&Z 03 21 22 recording) 

 


