
Dickinson County Board of Supervisors 
December 15, 2020 

 

9:00 A.M. Present are Supervisors Kim Wermersen, Steve Clark, Vice-Chairperson Tim Fairchild, and 
Chairperson William Leupold. Telephonically is Supervisor Pam Jordan.  

Moved by Wermersen, seconded by Fairchild, to approve the December 8, 2020 board meeting minutes. 
Roll call vote: Wermersen-aye, Fairchild-aye, Clark-aye, Jordan-aye, and Leupold-aye. 

John Wills, Clean Water Alliance Coordinator and John Hight, Beck Engineering Engineer, present with 

an update on the Francis Sites Wetland Project. Wills presented a powerpoint with pictures explaining the 

before pictures and the process of how the water will go through the wetland into East Lake 

Okoboji.  Wills presented a funding chart showing all of the funds for the first phase of the project having 

been raised. The second phase, which has a total estimated cost of $550,000, has about $360,000 

secured leaving a shortfall of roughly $180,000. Wills asked the Supervisors if they would consider a 

further county contribution at budget time. 

Moved by Fairchild, seconded by Jordan, to approve Pay application #3 for the Francis Sites Wetland 

Project in the amount of $181,888.68. Roll call vote: Fairchild-aye, Jordan-aye, Wermersen-aye, Clark-

aye, and Leupold-aye.  

Moved by Jordan, seconded by Clark, to approve the Amendment request letter for the Francis Sites 
Wetland Project. Roll call vote: Jordan-aye, Clark-aye, Wermersen-aye, Fairchild-aye, and Leupold-aye.   
 
Moved by Jordan, seconded by Clark, to approve the Testing Proposal for DD #31. Beck Engineering has 
hired Certified Testing Services, Inc out of Storm Lake, IA as the 3rd party to provide construction material 
observation and testing for the project.  Roll call vote: Jordan-aye, Clark-aye, Wermersen-aye, Fairchild-
aye, and Leupold-aye.  
 
Andrew Fisher, YMCA Director, present with an update and FY ’22 funding request. Due to the covid-19 
pandemic, it has caused a number of traditional services and opportunities to be limited. The funding 
request will be filed for review and consideration at budget time.  

The board asked Emergency Management Director Mike Ehret, questions concerning the hospital numbers 
as well as county wide covid-19 numbers.  

Randy VanDyke, CEO, and Brad Veit, CFO, of Iowa Lakes Regional Water present for discussion 

regarding Retro 15 Expansion Program. The map they provided had certain areas where they are 

wanting to expand. They said in Dickinson County, expanding would give pristine reverse osmosis water 

to the Iowa Great Lakes. The expansion would go from the Fostoria Water Tower to the Water Tower 

located on M56. Van Dyke asked the county to sign a letter of intent allowing ILRW to install water main 

in county road ditches in the unlikely event they are unsuccessful in getting easements from private 

property owners. Due to new regulations, USDA Rural Development needs to have this letter on file so 

that ILRW can begin the project. Van Dyke says they are putting in a one mile, 8- inch water main on the 

West side of the county coming out of Clay county into Dickinson county to meet growing demand. Moved 

by Jordan, seconded by Clark, to support Dan Eckert, County Engineer, signing the letter of intent to 

grant easements. Roll call vote: Jordan-aye, Clark-aye, Wermersen-aye, Fairchild-aye, and Leupold-aye.   

Moved by Clark, seconded by Fairchild, to make a recommendation to approve Project Number L-642—
73-30 and set a letting date for January 12, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. at the Dickinson County Courthouse. This 
project is a culvert replacement project on 202nd street in Center Grove Township, section #33. Roll call 
vote: Clark-aye, Fairchild-aye, Wermersen-aye, Jordan-aye, and Leupold-aye.  



Moved by Wermersen, seconded by Fairchild, to make a recommendation to approve change order number 
1 for the Spirit Lake Shop, which was a modification in the grading of the shop elevation. The amount of 
the change order is $3,850. Roll call vote: Wermersen-aye, Fairchild-aye, Clark-aye, Jordan-aye, and 
Leupold-aye.  

Moved by Wermersen, seconded by Fairchild, to make a recommendation to approve change order number 
2 for the Spirit Lake Shop, which involved additional block, heating, and protection for winter conditions. 
The amount of the change order is $5,315. Roll call vote: Wermersen-aye Fairchild-aye, Clark-aye, Jordan-
aye, and Leupold-aye.  

Moved by Clark, seconded by Fairchild, to make a recommendation to repair DD #3 in Section #30 of 
Milford Township for Tom Carlson. The repair cost should be less than $500. Clark-aye, Fairchild-aye, 
Wermersen-aye, Jordan-aye, and Leupold-aye.  

Moved by Wermersen, seconded by Fairchild, to make a recommendation to remove a beaver dam in Joint 
DD #1 D&O in Section #19 of Silver Lake Township for Ben Ehlers. The removal cost should be less than 
$500. Roll call vote: Wermersen-aye, Fairchild-aye, Clark-aye, Jordan-aye, and Leupold-aye.  

Moved by Wermersen, seconded by Fairchild, to make a recommendation to remove a beaver dam in Joint 
DD #3 D&O in Section #6 of Westport Township for Ben Ehlers. The removal cost should be less than 
$500. Roll call vote: Wermersen-aye, Fairchild-aye, Clark-aye, Jordan-aye, and Leupold-aye.  

Moved by Wermersen, seconded by Fairchild, to make a recommendation to remove a beaver dam in Joint 
DD #3 D&O in Section #17 of Westport Township for Ben Ehlers. The removal cost should be less than 
$500. Roll call vote: Wermersen-aye, Fairchild-aye, Clark-aye, Jordan-aye, and Leupold-aye.  

The Board gave their board and committee reports and continued into general discussion.  There being 
no further items presented to the board, it was moved by Fairchild, seconded by Wermersen, to adjourn. 
All voted aye. The meeting adjourned to the call of the Chairperson at 11:05 a.m. 

 

 

___________________________________William Leupold, Chairperson 

 

__________________________________ Lori Pedersen, Auditor 

 


