
DICKINSON COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
 

Monday, December 19, 2016 
 

1:00 P.M. 
 

The Dickinson County Planning and Zoning Commission met Monday, December 19, 
2016 at the 1:00 P.M. in the community room of the Dickinson County Courthouse. 
 
Members present were Doris Welle, Carol Pierce, Nancy Pfund, Jon Gunderson, and 
Nate Gruys. Also present Assistant County Attorney Lonnie Saunders, and David 
Kohlhaase, Dickinson County Zoning Administrator. Absent was Tim Fairchild, whom 
was elected to the Board of Supervisors, and Tony Weber.  
 
Jon Gunderson, Acting Chairman called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
First on the Agenda was approval of the minutes from June 20, 2016. Welle moved to 
approve the minutes as written, Pierce seconded the motion. All were in favor. 
 
Second on the Agenda was the final plat for Hawn Storage Park.  
Kohlhaase began by saying that it has been over a year since the approval of the 
preliminary plat from both the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Board of 
Supervisors. The BOS did have three contingencies placed on the plat. Kohlhaase 
asked Kardell to read those from the file. The first contingency was that the subdivision 
only has cold storage unit buildings, second that there be a permanent easement for the 
drainage, and third that the intended gravel road be private and maintained. Kohlhaase 
gave a brief history of the subdivision, including the rezoning from R-1 Suburban 
Residential and A-1 Agricultural to GC General Commercial. There have been a couple 
of continuations to allow time for Jeff Hawn to complete the project.  
  
Blum said that the subdivision is done. Hawn built and grated the road, they also built 
and seeded the detention pond, the road graveled, and all of the lots are staked. They 
have been working with Michael Chozen to put together the proprietors certificate. Blum 
touched on the highlights of the certificate. The easement for the detention pond, a 
drainage easement, and a utilities easement are all dedicated to the public. Blum said 
the private easement which is the private road will be dedicated to the lot owners 2-15. 
Lot number 1 is the only lot that fronts to 165th street to the south, so it will be up to the 
remaining lot owners to foot the cost for any maintenance/repairs/upgrades to the 
private road. There is also a restrictive covenant that will govern the subdivision.   
 
Kohlhaase said that something that has been discussed prior to this meeting is the 
dedication of the detention pond to the public. The intent of this is to be a private 
subdivision, and who should be responsible for this easement area is something for 
discussion. After discussing with Blum, he thinks he remembers Supervisor Allen 
requesting the easement for detention pond being dedicated to the public. Kohlhaase 
does not recall this statement, and the minutes do not clarify as to whom should be 
responsible. Kohlhaase said speaking to past situations the Supervisors/County have 
not wanted to take on that responsibility.  
 
Hawn said that he is okay with the easement being either private or public, however it 
was his understanding that when this process began, the County expressed that they 
did not want any responsibilities for the subdivision.  
 
Pierce said that the issue with the pond confuses her because what she thought she 
just heard was that the pond was a public easement.  
 
Kohlhaase said that you are correct in what you just heard, in the proprietors certificate 
they did dedicate the pond easement to the public, and the roads are being dedicated to 
the property owners of the subdivision 
 
Pierce said then what that implies is that the County does have a responsibility for 
maintenance of the pond.  



 
Welle said that the reason it was drafted this way was because Blum thought he 
understood from the Supervisors that they wanted it the pond easement public.  
 
Blum confirmed that dedicated of the pond to the public was how he understood the 
supervisors. The detention pond serves more than this subdivision approximately 50 
acres which is 2 and a half times as much then what is in the subdivision, he does not 
feel that it is right for the property owners of the subdivision to be responsible for that. 
He does not anticipate there being much maintenance for the detention pond.  
 
Hawn said that they had 7 inches of rain in one week, and it never reached the intake. 
 
Blum said that the detention pond is sized for way larger than what was needed in 
anticipation for a subdivision with large buildings. 
 
Kohlhaase said that in the past subdivisions have always been private.  
 
Hawn said that he would assume to keep it all private.  
 
Jorden said a concern would be people making these storage buildings into condos.  
 
Kohlhaase said that since the area is zoned GC General Commercial, that zoning 
district does not allow for any residential uses. Kohlhaase said it seems cleaner to just 
have everything private. 
 
Gunderson said that it could cause issues in the future if the detention pond is public 
and the road is private.  
 
Pfund motioned to approve the recommendation to the BOS with the condition that the 
detention pond be dedicated to the property owners and thus private.   
 
Pierce seconded the motion.  
 
Gruys asked how one would access Lots 9 and 10. 
 
Blum said that there is 50 feet width of access for each lot that connects to the cult-a-
sack. 
 
Vote is 5-0 approval for the recommendation of the final plat for Hawn Storage Park. 
Welle approve, Gunderson approve, Pierce approve, Pfund approve, Gruys approve.  
 
Third on the agenda was any old, unknown or other business to be discussed. 
Kohlhaase said that so far there are two rezoning applications for next month’s 
commission meeting.  
 
Fourth on the agenda was Adjournment. Welle motioned to adjourn, Gruys seconded 
the motion. All were in favor.  
  
(For more information see P&Z 12 19 16)  
 
 


