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DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Monday, January 20, 2014 

7:00 P.M. 
 
The Dickinson County Board of Adjustment held a special meeting Monday, January 20, 
2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the community room, Dickinson County Courthouse. 
 
Members present were Don Oleson, Dennis Jackson, Bob Duncan, Mary Danatt, and 
Jeff Ashland. 
 
Don Oleson, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
First on the agenda was roll call. 
 
Second on the agenda was continuation of a variance for Allan Mohling, Lot 3 and N ½ 
Lot 2 and also Lot 54 and S ½ Lot 53, Block A, Triboji Beach. 
 
Oleson read the description of the variance.  All members had viewed the site. 
 
Allan Mohling introduced wife Cindy. Mohling gave some history on the property.  They 
purchased July 2013 for summer use only.  They have made plans to convert to year 
around.  He explained things needed to update the cabin.  They are requesting a 
variance for a second story and attached garage. 
 
Jim Blum, surveyor, explained the uniqueness of the lot, utilities available and the plan 
for the attached garage and second story.  The increase in ground cover would be 92 
square feet. He also explained the provisions to handle drainage on the site that would 
meet the Low Impact Development requirements of the ordinance.   
 
Blum explained former efforts in 1991 to form a drainage district in this area with a 
recommended 36” concrete arch pipe to help drain water from 21.2 acres.  He read the 
report that the drainage district did not get established because of objections from 
residents in the area.  He outlined the Mohlings plans to handle the drainage on their 
lot.  Blum recommended the neighborhood lower the 24” pipe through the Mohling’s lot 
to the lake so it would drain properly. 
 
The Board of Adjustment members had questions regarding drainage and the house 
inspection that was done. 
 
Oleson said he felt the drainage problem needs to be corrected before the board could 
consider the variance.  He felt the 24” drain tile needs to be replaced with a 36” drain 
tile. 
 
Joe Quail, Quail Construction, inspected the house.  The foundation is repairable.  They 
will work with Certified Testing, Sioux City to do soil borings and foundation repair.  
They plan to eliminate the crawl space under the existing house. 
 
Dave Kohlhaase read from the zoning ordinance the requirements of the water quality 
plan.  The Mohlings have provided a drainage plan that meets those requirements. 
 
At 8:17 p.m., Nathan Rockman, attorney for neighbors Rockman and Condon, 
requested a 5 minute break to speak with his clients.  The board asked Mr. Rockman if 
his clients were willing to work together to upgrade the size of the drainage pipe and 
build the drainage swales to help alleviate the water ponding. 
 
At 8:25 the meeting reconvened. 
 
Rockman said he had spoken with his clients and they are not receptive to improving 
the pipe or the drainage swales because of the cost.  Rockman passed out an Iowa 
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Drainage Law Manual to each board member.  He read a letter he had sent to the board 
giving reasons the board should deny the variance.  (See letter in the file.) 
 
Randy Rockman, neighbor to the south, spoke about the long term drainage problems 
and concern these would worsen if the garage were built next to their property. 
 
Christy Condon Atchison, neighbor to the north, said she did not object to the second 
story, but to the attached garage being only 3’ from their side lot line.  She felt it would 
diminish the property value. 
 
Oleson read other correspondence in the file: 
Jenna Wills, Randy Rockman’s daughter – in objection. 
Allan Mohling – explaining their proposed plan. 
Mark Condon – in objection. 
Allan Mohling – another letter sent to the Rockmans and Condons with additional 
drainage information. 
 
The board asked Mohling if he received a response in working together on the drainage 
issues, and he read the letter received from Nathan Rockman. 
 
Jackson asked Mohling if they considered other options such as the second story only 
or a smaller garage. 
 
Their contractor, Joe Quail, said the Mohlings are willing to negotiate on the garage 
setback, reducing it to 5’ side yards with no overhang.  The front of the garage would be 
15’ wide with a 12’ garage door. 
 
Randy Rockman said the Mohlings are raising their garage step which will displace 
more water. 
 
The board asked Jim Blum if the Mohlings plan will take care of any increase in 
drainage on their property created by their proposed building plan.  He said yes. 
 
Jackson moved to vote on the application.  Ashland seconded.  Kohlhaase asked to 
clarify if they were voting on the application as changed.  Motion was withdrawn. 
 
Duncan moved to vote on the application with the change in the garage plan to 5’ side 
yards with Jim Blum’s proposed drainage plan on the Mohling property only.  Dannatt 
seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
The vote was recorded as:  Duncan, Dannatt, Ashland – aye.  Jackson, Oleson – nay. 
The variance was approved. 
 
Oleson read from the vote result form and the zoning compliance completion deadline. 
 
There being no further business, Jackson moved to adjourn.  Ashland seconded.  All 
were in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 
(For more detail, refer to audio recording of the meeting.) 


