MAY 19, 2023

Landowners

Branch 152-178

JDD3, Osceola and Dickinson Counties

RE: WETLAND DETERMINATIONS FOR LANDS ADJACENT TO JDD3 BRANCH 152-178

Dear Landowner,

An informational meeting was held on August 10, 2021, at the Harris Civic Center in Harris, lowa regarding potential improvements
to the Joint Drainage District No. 3 (JDD3) Branch 152, Branch 152-178, and Branch 152-178-78 facilities. The public hearing
on the Engineer’s Report was held on August 9, 2022, with this hearing continued until November 22, 2022. At the continued
hearing, the Joint Board approved an improvement of the Branch 152-178 (Br 152-178) Tile by replacement with a new larger
tile. Since the proposed project could impact traversed or adjacent farmed wetlands, wetland determinations were requested
verbally on both dates of the public hearing on the Engineer’s Report. Additionally, you were sent a follow-up letter this past March
requesting that you submit copies of completed wetland determinations or request a wetland determination from the NRCS for
your lands within the Branch 152-178 Tile watershed. To date you have not provided a copy of a wetland determination for your

property or proof of signing up for a determination for your parcels within the JDD3 Branch 152-178 Tile watershed.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has defined this project to be an improvement by their interpretation under
the National Food Security Act Manual; therefore, any change in hydrology to a farmed wetland caused by the tile improvement
would need to be mitigated. Additionally, if construction traverses a farmed wetland, a section 404 permit is required from the
Army Corps of Engineers, along with mitigation. If the Section 404 permit is not obtained prior to construction, there could be a

fine of up to $10,000/day until impacts are mitigated.

Therefore, the Board of Supervisors, acting as Trustees for the District, are requesting the landowners within the JDD3 Br 152-
178 watershed sign up for certified wetland determinations by June 30, 2023. If these requests are not made by June 30, 2023,
the Joint Board of Supervisors, acting as Trustees for the District, intends to direct ISG to complete 3 party wetland delineations
for all remaining traversed parcels. The cost of these wetland delineations will be assessed with other project costs to the
landowners of the district. For lands not traversed by the tile improvement, the landowner is responsible under the Food Security
Act for obtaining a determination on their lands and ensuring any farmed wetlands or wetlands are not impacted by the tile
improvement being constructed by the District. The District will not complete delineations for lands not traversed by the proposed

improvements.

A map of the Branch 152-178 watershed showing the required parcels needing wetland determinations is enclosed with this
letter. Please provide a copy of this letter and map to your local NRCS office when making your request. Additionally, please
provide NRCS any private tile information you may have, including size and location, for the District and NRCS do not have
documentation of your private tile lines and this information is needed by the NRCS to make an accurate wetland determination
for your property. In addition, please sign an “Information Release Statement”. This will allow the NRCS to provide copies of your

determinations to the Osceola County Auditor’s Office upon completion. Without the signed statement, the NRCS will not disclose
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any information, including whether they have had conversations with landowners regarding said wetland determinations. Once a
determination is requested it may take 2 to 3 months for the determination to be completed by the NRCS. Therefore, please
provide the Osceola County Auditor a copy of the 1026 form you sign at the FSA office requesting your determinations by June

30, so that the Joint Board is aware of which landowners have signed up for their determinations.

If you have questions about this letter, please call Spencer Pech (563-920-5758) or Ivan Droessler (712-299-1487).

Sincerely,

Span ) Puch

Spencer Pech, EIT

Project Manager

Spencer.Pech@ISGInc.com

Enc: Wetland Determination Map

C: Joint Board of Supervisors, Osceola & Dickinson County
Rochelle VanTilburg, Osceola County Auditor
Jordan Moyer, Dickinson County Drainage Clerk
Barb Sievert, Osceola County Drainage Clerk

Osceola County NRCS District Conservationist
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